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Collection of Magomedrasul Gajiev

The owner of the richest collection, Magomedrasul
Gairbekovich Gajiev (65 years old, native of Khunzakh)
belongs to the ‘Alimchulal fukhum, a family of scholars,
whose ancestor 10 generations ago was also renowned as
a scholar. The ‘Alimchulal family library is kept in
a separate room specially designed for this, on wooden
shelves. Every year, Magomedrasul Gajiev examines
manuscripts, and takes the simplest measures to preserve
them. His father Gairbek, an expert on Daghistani lit-
erature, left notes on many books about his ownership
rights.

The collection is distinguished by the number of
manuscripts (over 150) and the wide thematic diversity.
Many copies have an excellent dark-brown binding with
latches (cardboard covered in leather), and numerous,
sometimes extremely informative, citations and glosses,
notes on the “origin” of the book under the guidance of
the wustad. There are many old manuscripts from the
14th—17th centuries, and also important information
about the composition of book collections of the
18th century.

One of the most valuable books in the collection is a

“subcommentary (on) Isam which was written by out-
standing scholar, great expert and buttress of Islam, shaykh
Muhammad, son of Miisa [al-Quduqi]”.

Isam is the shortened title of a work on behalf of its
“glosser”, author of the first half of the 16th century
Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. ‘Arabshah Isfara’ini, known as
Isam al-Din, under the name Hashiya Kitab al-Shafiya.

Muhammad, son of Miisa al-Quduqt is one of the
best known Daghistani scholars and experts on Arab
grammar and figh, “the founder of Daghistani scholar-
ship”, as academic I. Iu. Krachkovskii wrote of him. His
work on Arab grammar was one of the most popular
textbooks in Daghistani madrasas. At the beginning of
the manuscript there is an introduction by the author ex-
plaining the reason for compiling this “commentary on
a commentary”. Here there is the second copy of
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Muhammad, son of Miisa al-Quduqin, copied by Tayyib
from Kharakh (late 17th or early 18th century).

There are two ancient manuscripts: one on old ori-
ental paper, ca.the 14th century. It is the third part of
al-NawawT's book al-Rawda — collection of hadiths by
al-Nawawi, renowned hadith expert and hafiz; the other
on old oriental paper, also ca. the 14th century.

Several combined manuscripts were found in the
collection. One of them, besides generally known works
on making astrolabes and determining giblas, contains
previously unknown Daghistani works: Talkhis al-hikma
by Qurban ‘Al from the Awar village of ‘Akalchi;
awork on determining giblas and time by “Hasan
Husayn from Khalkhal, a province near Ardabil, — he
was mudarris in Shammakha in 10067, i. e. 1597—98.

An important acquisition of the expedition is the
fihrists of book collection which have not survived. For
example, in the collection of M. G. Gajiev, at the end of
the Arab grammar there is special mention of a “List
of books of Husayn, son of ‘Alimchu, son of ‘Abd
al-Qadir from Khunzakh, kept by other people” —
17 titles. And the book al-Fawa'id al-diya’iyya by ‘Abd
al-Rahman Jami, one of the most popular textbooks of
Arabic in Daghistani madrasas, has the note: “From the
books of Husayn, son of ‘Alimchu”. There are many
such notes. For example, the ancient manuscript with the
name al-Ahkam al-shari‘a wa masa’il al-din copied in
769/1368 also has the possessory note: “From the books
of Husayn, son of ‘Alimchu”. In another manuscript
copied in Daghistan in 1858, 20 titles are indicated, and
all of them belong to the ‘Alimchu clan.

Here is also a very important report about the ways
that the collection of ‘Alimchu, son of ‘Abd al-Qadir,
was formed. The main contents are: ‘Alimchu has an
“abundant” number of manuscripts. The ways they were
acquired: (i) through a wagf, especially from Mahmid;
(ii) copying; (iii) received from his father as a genuine
mulk; (iv) purchase.

A more detailed list is given at the end of the work
by Ibn Hajar Tuhfat al-muhtaj Sharh al-Minhaj:



